Coat of Many Colors
by Dolly Parton
illustrated by Brooke Boynton-Hughes

A young girl feels happy and confident in a coat her mother made her, despite teasing at school.
For the first reading, curl up with your child and read the book together. Enjoy. For the next readings, here are some ideas for activities to do with your child. Don’t try to do everything each time you read it. And most of all, have fun and enjoy sharing the story with your child.
Starting Up

· Take out a picture of yourself as a child and talk about one of your childhood memories. Explain that the author of this book is sharing a memory from her own childhood.
· Look at the cover illustration together and have your child name the colors and patterns on the girl’s coat.
Reading the Story

· The pictures show a house, farm, and school near some mountains. Ask what things in the girl’s environment are different from yours. What things are similar? 

· When children say mean things about the girl’s coat, talk about teasing and how hurtful it can be. Point out the girl’s confident choice to share her feelings and talk about positive things.
After the Story

· Ask your child questions about the story.

· What activities did the family do together in the story?
· How did the girl feel about her coat? How did her classmates feel about it? When they teased her, did she stop wearing it? Why not?
· Learning on the Go:

· Collect fabric and make something together. Point out that reusing fabric not only saves money but can also be good for the environment.
· Spend time with family members making music and dancing, like the family in the book. Make your own instruments out of household items or turn on the radio and dance to its tunes.
Draft 2
