Baking Day at Grandma’s
by Anika Denise
illustrated by Christopher Denise

One winter day, young bears go through the woods to their grandmother’s house to bake together.
For the first reading, curl up with your child and read the book together. Enjoy. For the next readings, here are some ideas for activities to do with your child. Don’t try to do everything each time you read it. And most of all, have fun and enjoy sharing the story with your child.
Starting Up

· Pour some cocoa or have a treat as you prepare to read.
· Talk about the cover illustration together: count the bears, name the utensils, or describe what an apron is for.
· Read the title and remind your child of something you have baked or cooked together.
Reading the Story

· Make some sounds described in the book: Knock on a hard surface when the bears knock on the door or imitate a ringing sound when the timer goes off. When Grandma sings, sing a line of a favorite song.
· Have your child point to things in the story that show how the bears feel, such as their happy smiles or loving hugs.
After the Story

· Ask your child questions about the story.

· What season is it in the book? What do the bears wear to keep warm?
· What treat do you like to eat? What treat do you like to make?
· Learning on the Go:

· Bake something to share with friends or family. Try the recipe for Grandma Rosie’s Chocolate Cake at the end of the book. Delicious!
· Have a celebratory party and bang some pots with cooking utensils as you dance around the kitchen, like the bears do in the story.

· Plan a special activity with a friend or relative on a rainy or snowy day.
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