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by Stacy McAnulty
illustrated by Julia Sarcone-Roach

A family dog wants to do excellent things so he can belong in his excellent family, but he discovers that he is already excellent at the things that matter to them most.
For the first reading, curl up with your child and read the book together. Enjoy. For the next readings, here are some ideas for activities to do with your child. Don’t try to do everything each time you read it. And most of all, have fun and enjoy sharing the story with your child.
Starting Up

· Look at the cover together. Point out Ed’s wagging tail and bright eyes in the illustration. Explain that dogs roll onto their backs when they feel safe and want their bellies rubbed.
· Talk about the word excellent. What things does your child think are excellent?
Reading the Story

· Point out that the family members’ names all begin with the letter E, even Ed. As you read, talk to your child about things that show Ed is either the same or different from others in the family.

· When Ed is planning to break, lose, or forget things, ask if that will make his family happy or sad. What about his kisses or warming people’s feet?
After the Story

· Ask your child questions about the story.

· What is something Ed is excellent at doing?

· What are you excellent at doing? How does it feel when someone notices your skill?
· Learning on the Go:

· Watch dogs in the neighborhood and see if they behave like Ed does in the book. What do those dogs enjoy doing with their family members?
· Have your child draw a picture of excellent Ed, or if you have a pet at home, ask for a drawing of your excellent family pet.
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