Chimpanzees for Tea!
by Jo Empson
A boy loses his grocery list on the way to the store and ends up bringing home very silly animals instead.
For the first reading, curl up with your child and read the book together. Enjoy. For the next readings, here are some ideas for activities to do with your child. Don’t try to do everything each time you read it. And most of all, have fun and enjoy sharing the story with your child.
Starting Up

· Ask which animals your child sees on the cover. What are they doing?
· Read the title aloud and pretend you and your child are chimpanzees. How do chimpanzees act, sound, move, and eat?

Reading the Story
· Each time the list is changed, ask your child, “Wait, is that right?”  As a reminder, you can reread what the list was supposed to be.
· At the end, point out the surprised look on the mother’s face. Name unusual things in the picture and ask your child to find them, such as the upside-down girl, the mice on the table, or the bird eating a sandwich.
After the Story

· Ask your child questions about the story.

· What is one thing the boy was supposed to get? Did he come home with it?
· What is something the boy did come home with?
· Learning on the Go:

· Make a grocery list before heading to the store together. See if you can remember what was on the list before looking at it. Then pretend the words are something else, such as an elk for milk or apes for eggs.
· Have a tea party and arrange for stuffed animals or toys to come as guests. Your child can plan the food (pretend or real) and you can enjoy it together like they do in the story.
Draft 2
